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asked him why he should not be punished for violating this norm.
They stopped the brahmin from proceeding to Vaikuntm. Then
the Vishnu envoys who had brought the vimanam to take the
brahmin to Vaikuntam replied that the messengers of Varuna
apparently did not know the special significance of this tank and
its great quality. They said that a bath in this theertham by day
or night would be blessed. They said this and resumed their
journey to Vaikuntam with the brahmin. Since that day, the
pushkarini came to be known as Agoratra pushkarini. Even
today there is a tulasi tree near the tank and whoever sits
under the tree, repeats the Ashtakshara mantram and gives
small gifts of cash and good food to others is said to get rid of
his sins and attain vaikuntam.
Saranga Theertham:
To the southwest of this temple there is a tank which is
known as Saranga theertham. This is also regarded as a very
holy tank It is held in greater regard and reverence than even
the Duanuskodi theertham.
Surya Theertham:
This theertham lies to the north of Saranga theertham
also regarded as very holy. Once upon a time, Lord Siva is
said to have plucked one of the five faces of Lord Brahma.
To expiate that sin, he visited various holy shrines. This was
the one among the places which He visited. Sun God is said
to have repaired and renovated the tank and hence the name
'Suiya theertham*. It is also believed that once upon a time,
Lord Siva had a bath in this tank in order to rid himself of the
sin of having killed Daksha.
Tet another theertham is to the northwest of this place
known as Indra theertham. Once upon a time, Lord Indra had
big bath in this tank in order to wash off his sin for having
misbehaved with Ahalya.
To the south of India theertham is Brahma theertham. It
is believed that Lord Brahma hinngpfrf had a bath in this
and only then got installed as Brahma.